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Winnebago Journey 34Y 
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(Note: A full video review will be coming soon on www.RVBuddiesOnline.com.) 
 
If you want your coach short and sweet – treat 
yourself to the Winnebago 34Y.  I had just such 
a treat in Southern California over a recent 
extended spring weekend.   
 
The day before any trip is usually hectic.  I had 
to wrangle my crew, map my route, shop for 
provisions and bathe the dogs.  But the 
adrenaline kept me going.   
 
I couldn’t wait to give the coach a four-day 
road test.  I took some time to familiarize 
myself with the technology, then set out for the one-hour trip home via scenic highway 101.  Oh 
yeah, air brakes!  The first time I tapped the brakes I remembered that they performed differently 
from normal brakes.  Fortunately, no one was around to see that I had forgotten this!  After a few 
jolting starts and stops, I regained my dignity and I was on my way. 
 
Five minutes into my trip, a semi-rig ahead of me made an erratic move, revealing a disabled 
vehicle in my lane several seconds ahead.  I had no choice but to swerve over into the next lane 
like a sports car around a cone.  What should have terrified me was virtually nothing for this 
chassis.  While I don't recommend it – it's nice to know the coach can manage an emergency 
situation like this.  After my blood pressure returned to normal, I sat back and sunk into the 
comfortable captains chair for a non-event filled ride home. 
 
My arrival brought the usual reaction from my neighbors. “Wow – Mark has another new RV!”  
They must think I’m independently wealthy!  As I made a series of trips from the house to the 
coach, loading it up for the pending trip, the neighborhood children and adult-aged children lined 
up to oooh and aaah!  (I am fortunate to have supportive neighbors and local ordinances that 
allow parking on my street.)  My load-in was the easiest ever thanks to the slide-outs which 
really opened things up inside. 
 
One of my crew members, an avid RVer, came to dinner and then made the coach his home for 
the night. With no hook-ups, he gave the 34Y its first test night of dry-camping. He has been 
with us on a number of shoots and is technically fascinated with mechanical systems. By the next 
morning, I was tutored on every switch and device the coach had to offer. Even though it was  
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cold outside, he said he was able to create a comfortable temperature in the bedroom.  However, 
he did report that the temperature was uneven throughout the coach. That said, the four standard 
Group 31's held up well all night considering that both TVs and audio systems had been tested to 
their fullest. 
 

Robert and Elise, my co-hosts, 
arrived in the morning and loaded 
up their gear. Their comments 
echoed those of the neighbors – 
clean lines, beautiful paint 
scheme, a super-clean roof (due 
to the basement air), and great 
front cap styling. (Personally, I 
think the Journey has one of the 
best-styled front caps in the 
Winnebago line-up.) The 
gleaming Alcoa's and bus-styled 
mirrors were other scene stealers. 

 
Last, and definitely not least, we loaded up and the dogs jumped in my "toad" to lead the way 
with their crew/handler.  After a short leg of the trip, I exited the freeway where the crew were to 
join us. The off ramp swept to the right, and the coach took the curve with aplomb. Turning 
down a side street was less pleasing – the crew picked a dead end for our meeting spot.  To my 
surprise, the 34Y performed a very tidy U-turn at the end of the cul-de-sac.  This was yet another 
surprise afforded by the Freightliner chassis with 55-degree wheel cut. Across the street, a hotel 
was offering free food, so Robert and Elise disappeared with a few crew members. Those of us 
left behind greeted a number of guests and wandering onlookers eager to walk through the coach. 
I opened the passenger slides and all were impressed. 
 
The team was fully assembled and we hit the road for a short two-hour trip beginning with a 
climb over “The Grapevine,” a steep route over the Tehachapi mountain range.  As we headed up 
the hill, the 350 HP diesel showed its breeding with enough torque to get us to the top of the hill 
at 55 MPH. Going down the other side was uneventful with the standard exhaust brake – a 
device that in my opinion, should be required by law. The Allison 3000 transmission stepped up 
no matter what condition, smooth and sure. 
 
The UltraLeather™ Captain's chairs were uber-comfortable and easy to position. The steering 
wheel was fully adjustable, and all switches and gauges easy to see and use. The center stack was 
clean and functional. The passenger side had a nice built-in cup holder. The driver side however 
had a flip-down plastic model on the wall – a tad cheap for such a nice coach. The radio was the 
standard 1.8 din RV style unit. (I wish everyone would standardize to the 2.0 din size so 
aftermarket upgrades were easier.) Our coach had the GPS mounted on the dash along with  
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color side and rear view cameras. The LCD color screen is a great upgrade over the older-style  
CRT displays. The one-piece windshield is just the right distance away from the seating position. 
(In our GMC you are literally sitting on top of the windshield.)  Of course, there is a step well 
cover. Everyone had to play with that switch! I guess we're easily amused.  Although we don't 
typically review diesel pushers – The 34Y was close enough to our price boundary to have 
tempted us into a trip! 
 
We encountered some wind along the way, which is typical for the area, and the coach tracked 
steady and true. Our lead car wanted to take a break and exited on a side road in the middle of 
nowhere. The frontage road had no shoulder and I waved off the support vehicle while making 
another U-turn without incident. Thanks to my cell phone, I could call and inform them that I 
would pick the break location. 
 
We found a diesel truck stop, 
old as the freeway itself. The 
ladies on the trip relished the 
bathroom in the Journey, as did 
most of the guys. Looking at 
the fuel gauge, I wondered 
what might be wrong. Was it 
like my car? Inaccurate and 
teasing until a half tank where 
it dropped liked gravity? 
Whatever the case, we hadn't 
dented the 90 gallon tank and 
continued on, generator 
running to operate the 
basement air conditioning. 
 
We arrived at our destination – Bakersfield!  More specifically Buck Owen’s Crystal Palace, the 
restaurant and museum built by Buck Owens to house his memorabilia, 90 miles or so north of 
Los Angeles.  The restaurant has a stage and provides a family-friendly destination where Buck 
used to perform with a host of country-music stars and his legendary band - "The Buckaroos."  
(Keep an eye out for our upcoming video review on www.RVBuddiesOnline.com.) 
 
The Crystal Palace boasts a huge parking lot with abundant flower planters.  We scouted a great 
spot to settle in but I finally erred and drove over my first curb in the parking lot.  Albeit a small 
one, the crew gasped but quickly realized the bump was worse than the bite. 
 
One unit of our crew set out to shoot the sights of Bakersfield. Robert took to the Crystal Palace 
for a video tour, and Elise stuck with me to review the 34Y front to back, inside and out.  
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With the coach positioned, we explored and filmed the outside, the slides, levelers, awnings and 
the like. Fully expanded, with the air conditioning cranked up, we arranged the lounge chair, and 
put out some set dressing, (which always includes photos of the dogs! If you look at most of our 
shoots, there are always some background elements you can count on. In the industry – we call it 
"buff stuff". Hitchcock always appeared somewhere in his films. And in "Back to the Future", 
check out what movie is listed on the theater marquee! No I'm not telling, sorry.) 
 
The full body paint was beautiful as we walked around the coach. The fit and finish were 
especially nice. Compartments were fitted nicely. Opening the battery compartment revealed a 
gorgeous bank of batteries, including four Group 31 house batteries I mentioned earlier. One 
very nice feature was the fresh water tank dump, which is super-fast. Prior to leaving, I had 
dumped, cleaned and filled in anticipation of our four-day trip. 
 
Other 34Y niceties 
included the flashy Alcoa 
wheels, stylish front cap 
and overall clean lines. My 
only, very minor, 
complaint was the amount 
of basement storage. With 
the basement air and 
shorter length, it's less than 
a typical gasser of the 
same size. But the pass-
through capability was a 
welcome diesel-pusher 
feature.  And even fully 
loaded, we still didn't fill 
all the compartment space. 
 
Inside, we were delighted with the unusual layout of the forward living space.  The TV was on 
the driver's side, centered with the eating table and buffet cabinet. It faced directly across to the 
sofa at the perfect viewing height. Speakers were hidden so no unsightly grilles broke the 
beautiful lines of the interior. From the sofa or lounge chair, we could imagine hours of TV 
viewing without a sore neck. Simply brilliant! At the table, the view was to the left or right 
depending on the chair, nice while eating or working on a laptop. 
 
The dining table had a very nice feature. A simple pull extended it to seat four. The latch was 
firm, no need to worry about it flying out on a turn. The additional chairs were stowed in the 
bedroom closet. The slide-out was carpeted so there is a height difference, albeit a slight one, 
between that area and the coach floor, which was noticeable but not bothersome when using all 
four chairs. Our coach had the optional UltraLeather™ sofa and Euro chair. (The standard 
upscale fabrics are very nice as well.) 
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Just aft was a very efficient kitchen space, featuring a full-size convection microwave over a gas 
range. The counter and backsplash were made of Corian™ – a really classy alternative to the 
laminate counters. The sink and stove featured flush Corian covers.  We made full use of the 
four-door refrigerator for crew beverages. In the Bakersfield heat, everything stayed refreshingly 
icy-cold.  While not a huge space, the kitchen had ample counter space, nice storage, a large 
slide-out dual pantry, and filtered fresh water. Making a nice meal here will be a joy. 
 
Behind the lounge chair and opposite the refrigerator was a real bathroom.  The ample sink 
counter, bright lighting, excellent ventilation, and mulitple towel racks really impressed us. The 
newly introduced shower with curved doors was very spacious. At just over 7 feet, headroom 
was excellent and did not require a skylight.  The porcelain toilet was a drop-through model with 
a sprayer. This bathroom had a very private feel with the side entry, and made exceptional use of 
space. (If you can only open slides on one side of the coach, open the driver's side so you can 
open the bathroom door all the way. When the slide is closed, entry to the bathroom can be 
restrictive.) 
 

 
 
All the coach systems were controlled in the hall opposite the refrigerator at Winnebago's One 
Place™ - and there were many of them. This is about as featured a coach as you can get. It's not 
the priciest by any means that Winnebago offers – but all the amenities were there, including a 
2000-watt inverter.  
 
The bedroom in this coach featured a king-size Sleep Number™ bed (queen size optional).  Not 
being a gimmick person, I was hoping for the new memory foam mattress. After my first night's 
sleep, however, I was sold on the comfort of this mattress system. Also, it was nice to have the 
26" LCD HDTV available while I decompressed reading a book. The closet was bountiful with 
mirrored doors dramatically increasing the feeling of space. And the corner closet was set up for 
an optional washer-dryer. 
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The only area of the coach that was carpeted was the bedroom – nice for the tootsies at night. 
The rest of the coach featured upscale tile-look vinyl flooring. Very practical and easy to keep 
clean. 
 
How did everything work? Well, in a word, after several nights of dry-camping in the parking lot 
at the Crystal Palace, “perfectly.”  
 
Driving home at night was easy and stress-free. After unloading the following morning, I wanted 
to keep the 34Y for another few days. Should I ignore other obligations and take off for another 
location? This is the first time I have been seriously tempted. Instead, I returned the coach.  We 
averaged just under 10 MPG with this Freightliner chassis.  And lest we forget, this was a dry-
camping experience. We had plenty of power, air conditioning, heating, well, everything to enjoy 
our four-day adventure with room to spare.  
 
So would RV Buddies recommend the 34Y? Yes. Absolutely.  Other floor plan favorites include 
the Vectra 40TD, Adventurer 32H, Sightseer 37L (review coming soon), classic View 24H, the 
beautiful Outlook 30D (review coming soon), and the all-new Outlook 28B. 
 
To see the video review on the all new Journey 34Y, go to www.RVBuddiesOnline.com.  For 
more information on this coach, go to www.WinnebagoInd.com.  
 


